






113WWW.BRITAINATWAR.COM 113

Victoria Cross Heroes Volume II

Lord Ashcro�  KCMG 
PC is a businessman, 
philanthropist, author 
and pollster. His sixth 
book on gallantry, 
Victoria Cross Heroes 
Volume II, was � rst 
published in 2016 and 
is available in hardback 

and paperback. For more information, 
visit www.victoriacrossheroes2.com. Lord 
Ashcro� ’s VC and GC collection is on 
public display at the Imperial 
War Museum, London. For 
more information, visit www.
iwm.org.uk/heroes and details 
about his VC collection 
may be found at www.
lordashcro� medals.com. For 
more information on Lord 
Ashcro� ’s work, visit www.
lordashcro� .com. Follow him 
on Twi� er and/or Facebook @
LordAshcro� .

and paperback. For more information, 
visit www.victoriacrossheroes2.com. Lord 
Ashcro� ’s VC and GC collection is on 
public display at the Imperial 

more information, visit www.
iwm.org.uk/heroes and details 

lordashcro� .com. Follow him 
on Twi� er and/or Facebook @

BY LORD ASHCROFT HERO OF THE MONTH

a machine gun in the enemy’s second line. 
During the rest of the day, he repeatedly 
carried messages and ammunition 
across ‘no man’s land’.” Winder was later 
promoted to company sergeant major, but 
died just nine days before the November 
11, 1918 Armistice.

Further distinction 
Despite the severity of his injuries, 
� omas Steele was soon back on the 
front line and on August 15, 1917 was 
Mentioned in Despatches. In January 
1918, Steele le�  the Persian Gulf and 
from then until February 1919 served in 
Egypt and Palestine. He was transferred 
to the army reserve that month and his 
investiture by George V took place at 
Buckingham Palace on April 10. For 
the remainder of his life, he was a keen 
supporter of the VC and GC Association, 
a� ending the Buckingham Palace garden 
party of June 1920.

Thomas was not the only member of 
the family to serve with distinction: his 
middle brother, Samuel, served with the 
Royal Scots and, having been wounded, 
was in hospital in Cardiff at the time 
of Thomas’ VC award. The youngest 
brother, William, served with the 
Highland Light Infantry.

On April 9, 1920 Steele briefly re-joined 
the army only to be transferred back to 
the reserve less than two months later. 
On June 8, 1922 he was married in his 
home county of Lancashire to Bertha 
McCready. Steele played rugby league to a 

high standard: playing three matches as a 
professional for Broughton, one of rugby 
league's founding clubs, and enjoyed a 
distinguished career as an amateur with 
his local club, Healey Street.

At some point in the late 1920s, Steele 
moved to Leicestershire where he worked 
for Central Motors of Leicester and also 
apparently as a wholesale fruiterer. During 
this time, he maintained his links to the 
military, enlisting in the Leicestershire 
Regiment (Territorial Army) on March 19, 
1932 after which he became a sergeant.

In 1939, just before the outbreak of 
war, Steele was called up and served as 
a battery sergeant major with the Royal 
Artillery (Territorial Army). In 1941, 
by then aged 50, Steele was posted to 
Leicester and served in the Home Guard 
before being discharged in April the 
following year. After the war, he continued 
to live in Leicestershire, working as a 
telephone clerk and then with a car sales 
firm. He retired in 1956, aged 65, and 
continued to attend VC and GC events on 
a regular basis.

In a rare interview, with the Evening 
Chronicle in Oldham, Steele spoke of the 
difficult conditions for those serving in 
Mesopotamia, where they encountered 
dysentery and starvation. In December 
1977 and following the death of his wife, 
Steele returned to his Lancashire roots, 
living with his sister-in-law
in Saddleworth. 

He died at his home on July 11, 1978 aged 
87 and was cremated six days later

at Hollinwood Crematorium, Oldham.
In October 2003, Steele was one of 

three World War One VC recipients 
from Oldham honoured with a 
commemorative Blue Plaque. 

This was unveiled by Councillor 
Valerie Sedgwick, the Mayor of Oldham, 
following a commemorative service at the 
local parish church..
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